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To Enforce the Constitution

Urge STATES to Use Nullification to Enforce the
Constitution

URGENT: State legislatures have convened this year for their regular sessions. This is a great
opportunity to promote enforcing the U.S. Constitution by nullifying unconstitutional federal laws,
regulations, and court rulings. Contact your state legislators, show them the model bills below
along with our educational resources, and urge them to protect and enforce the U.S. Constitution by
nullifying every unconstitutional federal edict.

The federal government — including the legislative, executive, and judicial branches — has for decades
implemented and enforced unconstitutional and increasingly-socialist policies. It is imperative that state
(and local) governments enforce the Constitution by nullifying these lawless federal actions.

Nullification is firmly grounded in the text of the U.S. Constitution, specifically Article VI. It states: “This
Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof ... shall be the
supreme Law of the Land.” (Emphasis added.) This clearly implies that laws not in accordance with the
Constitution are null and void.

Additionally, the Constitution delegates only specific, enumerated powers to the federal government. The states,
by contrast, retain the vast majority of powers, something James Madison affirms in The Federalist, No. 45. This

is further cemented by the 10th Amendment, which makes clear that all powers not granted by the Constitution
to the federal government are reserved to the states and to the people.

Accordingly, any federal action that violates or contradicts the Constitution cannot be “made in Pursuance
thereof” and, thus, is not “the supreme Law of the Land” — and state officials are duty-bound to follow their oath
“to support this Constitution” by nullifying those lawless actions.

In addition to being constitutionally sound, nullification is “the rightful remedy,” as Thomas Jefferson put it, for
countering federal-government overreach. It has been successfully used multiple times throughout U.S. history
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https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/how-states-can-nullify-to-enforce-the-constitution/
https://jbs.org/states/act/#tell?utm_source=_pdf
https://jbs.org/video/6not5/nullification-the-rightful-remedy/?utm_source=_pdf
https://jbs.org/constitution/#Article_VI?utm_source=_pdf
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed45.asp
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed45.asp
https://jbs.org/constitution/#Amendment_10?utm_source=_pdf
https://jbs.org/video/6not5/nullification-the-rightful-remedy/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/print/state-nullification-an-idea-deeply-embedded-in-american-history/
https://jbs.org/author/peter-rykowski/?utm_source=_pdf
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— and today — to push back against federal overreach. As The John Birch Society notes, at least 80% of the
federal government is unconstitutional. Additionally, nullification would have an immediate effect and is not
dependent upon approval by the federal judiciary. Thus, unlike false “solutions” such as an Article V convention,
nullification can immediately and effectively counter federal overreach.

Nullification-related legislation that state legislators must be introducing and enacting include:

 Comprehensive nullification, to create a formal process for systematically reviewing all federal actions
and nullifying them if found unconstitutional. Model legislation can be found here, here, and here.

¢ Nullify federal gun control, to prohibit enforcement of all federal actions that violate the Second
Amendment’s prohibitions on gun control. Model legislation can be found here, here, and here.

¢ Nullify the federalization of local law enforcement, to preserve local control and prevent the gradual
movement toward a nationalized police force. Model legislation can be found here and here.

+ “Defend the Guard” legislation, to prohibit foreign deployments of state National Guard units if it
violates Article |, Section 8, Clauses 11 and 15. Model legislation can be found here and here.

¢ Stop unconstitutional federal spending, and protect against federal financial retaliation, by passing a
State Sovereignty and Federal Tax Funds Act, which would require that all federal taxes are first sent to
the state. A panel of legislators would then assess the percentage of the budget that is constitutional and
send the federal government only that percentage of funds. Model legislation can be found here and here.

¢ Nullify the unconstitutional and unaccountable Federal Reserve. Multiple methods exist to do this,
including enforcing the Constitution’s Gold and Silver Clause (Article |, Section 10), ending taxes on gold
and silver, and creating a state gold depository. Model legislation can be found here, here, and here.

¢ Nullify the World Health Organization. Any treaty inconsistent with the U.S. Constitution is null and
void and ought to be treated as such by state legislatures — and this includes (but is not limited to) the
World Health Organization. Model legislation can be found here and here.

¢ Nullify federal vaccine mandates. States have a duty to nullify federal vaccine mandates, including
any potential future mandates. Model legislation can be found here and here.

¢ Nullify federal election interference. Under the U.S. Constitution (including Article |, Section 4 and
Article I, Section 8), the federal government has no authority over state and local elections. Model
legislation can be found here and here.

¢ Nullify federal agricultural regulations. States can take action to stop the global war on farmers while
also nullifying unconstitutional federal overreach. Model legislation can be found here.

¢ Nullify the federal so-called “Respect for Marriage Act.” The federal government has no authority
to redefine marriage. Model legislation can be found here.

¢ Nullify unconstitutional federal-court rulings. This applies for any ruling, whether at the Supreme
Court or a lower court. (Prior to its overturning, states had the ability and duty to nullify Roe v. Wade and
thus protect the right to life; model legislation can be found here.)

* Nullify unconstitutional presidential executive orders. Model legislation can be found here and
here.

Nullification is not limited to the above topics. State legislatures can, and should, pass legislation to counter any
federal government policy that violates the Constitution.

When opposing unconstitutional usurpations, state and local officials must be bold and courageous.
Any state or locality acting to enforce the Constitution and prevent the implementation of unconstitutional edicts
will likely face significant opposition from the federal government, judiciary, media, big business, and others.
Following one’s oath to uphold the Constitution will not come without a fight. However, if our leaders are bold
and courageous, they can immediately and effectively enforce the Constitution and push back
against unconstitutional usurpations.

It is imperative that state legislators ensure the legislation they pass is effective, practical, and enforceable.
Make sure your legislators do not water down nullification legislation. Also, begin calling and

Page 2 of 3


https://jbs.org/assets/pdf/Article-VI-Booklet.pdf?utm_source=_pdf
https://jbs.org/6not5/?utm_source=_pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01215I.pdf
https://www.wyoleg.gov/2021/Introduced/HB0256.pdf
https://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/113/Bill/HB0726.pdf
https://jbs.org/constitution/#Amendment_2?utm_source=_pdf
https://jbs.org/constitution/#Amendment_2?utm_source=_pdf
https://www.wyoleg.gov/2021/Introduced/SF0081.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Home/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2021R%2FPublic%2FSB298.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Home/FTPDocument?path=%2FACTS%2F2021R%2FPublic%2FACT872.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/56leg/1R/bills/HB2309P.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2023/HB0699/HB0604_1.pdf
https://jbs.org/constitution/#Section_8?utm_source=_pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/1163/BillText/Filed/PDF
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2023/HB0599/HB0527_1.pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/nullification-how-states-can-rein-in-federal-spending/
http://archives.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText128/128_HB_496_I_Y.pdf
https://house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills111/hlrbillspdf/0052L.02I.pdf
https://blog.tenthamendmentcenter.com/2017/02/nullify-chapter-18-taking-on-the-federal-reserve/
https://blog.tenthamendmentcenter.com/2017/02/nullify-chapter-19-end-the-fed-from-the-bottom-up/
https://jbs.org/constitution/#Section_10?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/alabama-bill-would-encourage-use-of-gold-and-silver-in-trade/
https://thenewamerican.com/gold-depository-bypassing-federal-reserve-opens-in-texas/
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Home/FTPDocument?path=/ACTS/2023R/Public/ACT595.pdf
https://senate.mo.gov/23info/pdf-bill/intro/SB100.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/HB00483I.htm
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2023/HB0143
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess125_2023-2024/bills/4246.htm
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2021/HB1020?specialSessionValue=1
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-2022/prever/3126_20201209.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/pdf/HB00294I.pdf#navpanes=0
https://senate.mo.gov/23info/pdf-bill/intro/SB235.pdf
https://senate.mo.gov/23info/pdf-bill/intro/SB84.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF508&amp;ga=90
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/bills/HB2877P.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2021/billpdf/SB0277.pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20ENGR/hB/HB1236%20ENGR.PDF
https://jbs.org/author/peter-rykowski/?utm_source=_pdf

The John Birch Society

Author: Peter Rykowski
Date: June 29, 2023

meeting with them now — don’t wait for the next legislative session to inform them about how they
can enforce the Constitution.

Urge your state legislators to enforce the Constitution, as originally intended, and to push back
against all unconstitutional laws at every level of government by introducing and passing strong
nullification legislation.
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